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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


A CORRESPONDENT complains that he has undertaken a course for his final examination, 
after spending six years from Dunkirk to the Elbe far removed from library opportunities— 
only to find that librarians and libraries are building up their staffs now. The Times Literary 
Supplement, he says, carries column after column of advertisements of desirable posts for which 
he, as he thinks, is a desirable and legitimate aspirant, but he is barred by his academic obli- 
gations. This appears to be a genuine grievance and we place it first in these notes in the hope 
that authorities, and especially librarians, may be induced to consider it. It may be answered 
that there is a present urgent need to tune up libraries of every kind to meet the great public 
need and that many of them have already waited some years. It is perhaps a pity that they 
did not wait a little longer so that the men who deserve most of the country could have been 
brought into the competition. 

* * * * * * 

It is many years since the Birmingham Libraries Committee threw open to competition 
the highest posts in its service. No-one could assert that their past policy has been unsuccessful. 
Their training produced such men as Walter Powell, H. M. Cashmore and the new Chief 
Librarian ; while very important posts on the staff have been held by quite distinguished men, 
among whom Herbert Woodbine and Harry Grindle may be named. Nevertheless this new 
action will appreciated as a whole by the library profession. It may well be that the future 
Deputy Librarian is already on the Birmingham Staff; but all libraries are better for the 
introduction of new blood, and it should be possible for all librarians who are qualified to 
compete for what after all are professional prizes. Any other course would appear to make the 
work of the library schools everywhere a mockery. 

This reasoning also applies to the advertisement which appeared in The Times Literary 
Supplement of January 25th for about ten Assistant Keeperships in the Department of Manu- 
scripts and Printed Books of the British Museum. They are, as always, limited to graduates, 
but there are now numbers of trained librarians with this qualification and we hope this 
advertisement is the recognition that such a field exists and that it encourages not in vain the 
hope that every thoroughly well-qualified assistant may aspire to work in the greatest of our 
libraries. * * * * * * 


We learn that Mr. Lionel R. McColvin has been making admirable progress through 
Australia on his tour of libraries on behalf of the British Council. After a preliminary tour of 
the New South Wales libraries and a visit to Queensland, which by the way is said to be the 
most backward library state of Australia and was no doubt energized, he leétured at a Book 
Week Exhibition at Canberra, giving talks during the whole of the time. He then went on to 
Viétoria where, it is believed, his work will have most importance in determining library 

- development. Victoria has a Libraries Bill at present before Parliament which has many 
unsatisfactory and even radical faults, and it is hoped that Mr. McColvin’s influence may be of 
some use in the direction of its amending. 

In a letter to the writer, a leading librarian of the Commonwealth writes: “ We are 
certainly working him very hard but he is standing up to it splendidly, and I am sure his visit 
will be a great stimulus to library development and also bring our associations with British 
libraries much closer ”—to which, all librarians “‘ at home ” will, we are sure, say ‘‘ Amen.” 

* * * 

Librarians rarely protest at the half-informed statements about reading to which their 
own experience gives instant contradiétion, but the overwhelming evidence of the demand 
for books of every type from the Forces during the war and their daily difficulties in getting 
books to meet the demands of the civil adolescent and young man and woman, they were 
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forced to listen to the assertions of well-known Brains Trustees (or Trusters is the modern 
version) that young men and women do not read. The most vocal and of course the most 
confident asserted that on a journey from Edinburgh to London, in a train filled with troops, 
officers and men, he saw a bored, silent community sitting in acute misery, tired of looking out 
of windows and none of them reading. To make complete proof of the absence of the reading 
habit, he explored the whole train and discovered only one reader whose book was No 
Orchids for Miss Blandish. He did not explain how easy or otherwise he found the progress 
through the corridors and carriages of a train filled with troops or how easy he found it to 
identity the book that was being read. Nor did he explain where the train company (as apart 
from the train) began its journey or their opportunities there for getting books. Wireless 
generalizations made from single instances such as this are a scandalising of the people ; they 
are merely incredible. The speaker was confusing several journeys we imagine and not recent 
ones—Miss Blandish was born in 1939. Further, obviously the observer himself was not 
reading on the journey and doubtless the company had as many, and to them as sufficient, 
reasons for not reading as he had. While the whole story seems to be apochryphal, the 
question “ does youth in the twenties read more or less than it did ?” is one on which our 
readers surely have information. We should welcome their experience. 
* * * * * * 

Another example was shown in The News Chronicle which recently reported a Gallup Poll 
—of how many people it does not say—which revealed that of people under thirty 55°, were 
reading a book at the time of the enquiry, while of people over fifty only 36°, were such 
readers. It seemed that 69%, of the well-to-do were reading current books, while among 
the poorer people only 38°, were so doing. As to the kind of book read, 30°(, of the women 
were reading novels, while memoirs, travel and similar books accounted for 4°,,, and economics 
and religion ranged from 2 to 1%. Men to the number of 27°, read fiction of all sorts, 5°, 
memoirs and travel books, and 7°, read technical and economic works, and so on. People 
under thirty were the greatest users of public libraries, but amongst the community it appeared 
that only 14°, of the books came from such libraries. 

From these figures, it can be seen that such polls are singularly ineffective as a clue to what 
actually happens in libraries. When in many communities 50°,, of the population are a¢tually 
using the public library, it is quite clear that the figures we have given are haphazard and 
uncertain; they are as representative of public opinion as are the man-in-the-street’s opinions 
of world affairs that the B.B.C. picks up so ridiculously on occasional Saturday evenings. 

* * * * * * 

There exists a Circle of State Librarians to increase the number of library societies. This 
organization, the present chairman of which is Mr. F. C. Francis, the secretary of the British 
Museum, and the secretary, Mr. B. Agard Evans of the Ministry of Works, has been in existence 
about a year and seems to be a desirable organization. There has always been a feeling that 
the Government librarians were not organized and showed no real community of interest. 
This attitude, which must always have been in a measure wrong, was sustained by the know- 
edge that of late years very few of these librarians, except those of the British Museum, showed 
any interest in the work of the Library Association. We hope, that the Circle will do something 
to exploit the departmental libraries, which in the last analysis are the property of the people, 
more fully than is now apparently the case. 

* * * * * * 

We are glad to see that reports of the Library Schools are appearing in the L.A. Record. 
It is much to be desired that their work shall be thoroughly ventilated and advertised. We 
should like all the schools, of their own free will, to appoint a series of well-known librarians as 
“ Visitors ” who may look over their work and give encouragement. Then, we understand, a 
committee of principals is already in being, having the obvious programme of unifying 


methods of teaching, choosing teachers, text-books and so on. 
* * * 


The prospectus of a new work for borough, urban and rural councillors and their officials 
—all, it will be seen, of less than county rank—has been addressed to librarians. Quaintly, it 
has no reference to libraries or even to education (apart from Village Schools). It is quite 
possible, however, that the book itself contains an account of libraries and education beyond 
the village school. In which case this should have been fully explained in the circular 
addressed to librarians. 
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BOYSsGIRLS 
TRAVELLING LIBRARY 


THE LIBRARY VAN, A CONVERTED AMBULANCE, IS WELCOMED IN SYDNEY'S OUTER SUBURB, HORNSEY. 


She Gave the Children Books 


A Dream which has Come True for an Australian Woman who 22 years 
ago began the Children’s Library Movement in New South Wales 


By Mary Evans-JONEs 


ELevEN thousand happy children are a living tribute to the work of an Australian woman 
who realised that they needed not only play in the open air, but the friendliness of books. 


The children belong to the thirteen Metropolitan and six Rural centres established in 
New South Wales by the Children’s Library Movement, founded 22 years ago in the Sydney 
factory area of Surrey Hills by a Cambridge M.A. and former Bedford College lecturer, 
Mrs. Mary Matheson (then Miss Rivett). 

Begun as a purely personal gesture to poor children, the movement now has financial 
backing from the State Government and several Municipal Councils in establishing leisure 
centres for boys and girls from 3 to 15. As well as books, these centres provide facilities for 
painting pictures, modelling in clay and other materials, dancing, singing, writing, acting, 
and working in wood and leather. 

Not content to attract children to books, the movement has begun to take books to the 
children. A motor caravan—a converted ambulance—carrying all kinds of books from 
sub-primary to high-school standard, began circulating in November, in the outlying Sydney 
distri of Hornsby. 


A centre’s chief work is simply to lend books. Children are not compelled to read 
on the spot, under supervision. They are not compelled to do anything. No effort is made 
to teach. The objective is to help children discover satisfying and socially acceptable forms 
of self-expression. Books, music, and dramatics stimulate their thinking, imagination and 
emotions. They find the creative outlets they need. 
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There are no set classes in handicrafts. If a child comes to a library and says, ‘“‘ I want 
to do some finger painting,” the librarian gets out the equipment and shows the child how to 
use it. Usually other children in the library join in, and a group forms. The only regular 
features are some that the children have requested themselves : a book of their own choice 
is read aloud to them for half-an-hour each afternoon, music and dancing are held every 
Saturday morning, when most of the children can attend. But if some of them come in 
during the week and ask the attendant to play the piano for them she does so. 

Mrs. Mary Matheson established her first Children’s Library Movement centres at Surrey 
Hills in 1924, soon after her return from England. She had taken her M.A. at Cambridge ona 
Sydney University scholarship. While she lectured at Bedford College, London, she took a 
keen intereé& in the work of the David Copperfield Library for slum children. 

In 1935 her Children’s Library Movement established its second centre, also in a factory 
distri&. In 1937, the New South Wales Child Welfare Department reported a marked decline 
in child delinquency in areas where the centres were operating. Sydney Council then gave 
Phillip Park, formerly used for plant-potting sheds, for a third centre, rent free. Wooloomoo- 
loo docks are close by, and most of the children come from dockworkers’ homes. They 
regard Phillip Park now as a kind of dream home. 

Volunteers help the movement’s small permanent staff. They do many of the tedious 
but necessary jobs, like mending battered book bindings, and: arranging card indexes. No 
distri& need wait for elaborate buildings or equipment before making a start. With taste 
and enthusiasm, the experienced say, odd buildings and improvised equipment can be made 
to serve. 

The Hornsby travelling lending library was put on the road to coincide with Inter- 
national Children’s Book Week. This year, for the second time, Australia joined the United 
States, Great Britain, Russia, New Zealand and Brazil in this celebration, which was originated 
in 1917 by Franklin K. Mathiews, librarian of Boys Scouts of America. In Sydney, most 
schools held exhibitions of new books, children’s compositions and paintings. A ‘ Book 
Fair ” exhibition in a Sydney hall attracted hundreds of young readers, parents and teachers, 
eager to see the displays of the latest and best in children’s reading. 


For the first time, in honour of Book Week, the Australian Book Society chose a children’s 
book as its “ Book of the Month” for November, 1946. It is “ “The Story of Karrawingi 
the Emu,” written by Leslie Rees of Sydney, and illustrated by Walter Cunningham. An 
inter-state committee of leading children’s librarians chose it from thirty-one of the best 
children’s books published in Australia this year. It automatically becomes the first Australian 
children’s book of the Year. 

‘ Karrawingi” is an aboriginal name for the emu. The Australian native bird which 
looks rather like a grey o$trich. Australian kiddies love books about their own animals and 
birds, and local authors have provided them with a veritable folk lore of characters such as 
“ Peter the Platypus,” the Gumblossom babies (based on the flowering eucalyptus), and the 
bad Banksia men, the banksia being the bottle-brush or Australian honey-suckle. But the 
children know all the traditional overseas characters too, and are as familiar with Long John 
Silver and Pollyanna as they are with Kenneth the Kangaroo, for in the slogan of children’s 
book week “ Books are Bridges ”—bridges linking one country with another—bridges 
to the land of knowledge and the world of imagination. 


SUMMER VACATION COURSE 

SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON. A Summer Vacation Course 
for practising librarians will be held during the week July 7th—12th, 1947. The general 
subje& will be ‘‘ The Libraries of London,” and the course will consist of a series of le€tures 
on the history and work of the great London libraries, in most cases by their own librarians. 
Application forms for admission to the course and details of the programme of lectures may 
be obtained from the Director, School of Librarianship, University College London, Gower 
Street, W.C.1. Residential accommodation will be available for a limited number of students. 
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BOOKS FROM ENGLAND ON DISPLAY AT THE SECOND CELEBRATION IN AUSTRALIA OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK. 


The Worthing Library Jubilee 


By Erne: Gerarp (Worthing Public Libraries) 


Tue adoption in Worthing, in the same year, of the Public Libraries Act of 1892 was the first 
step in the formation of what has been a very popular Library Service—the Jubilee of which 
took place in December last. 

On December 21St, 1896, a small lending library was opened at the western end of the 
town. Two years later it was removed to a more commodious building in the centre of the 
town, but again these premises soon proved inadequate to -_ with the rapid growth of the 
service and in 1902 a successful appeal was made to Dr. Andrew Carnegie for the means to 
ere& a more suitable building on the site then in occupation. 

Dr. Carnegie most generously responded by a preliminary gift of £5,000 followed by 
two additional gifts totalling a further £1,228, these amounts together covering the entire 
cost of the erection of the present Central Library which was opened in 1908. 

The Museum and Art Gallery, which adjoins the Library, was ereéted at the same time, 
the cost of which was defrayed anonymously by Alderman A. Cortis, the first Mayor of the 
town, to which a Hargood Memorial Room, built by funds bequeathed for the purpose, was 
added in 1935. 

The last 35 years has seen a Steady growth of the service. A Junior Library was opened 
in 1930, and with it has been linked the usual aétivities of lectures, talks, book-weeks and so on. 
Most attractive Branch Libraries were opened at Broadwater in 1935, and at Durrington in 
1938, and another is contemplated at Goring where a Delivery Station has been in operation 
since 1929. 
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A remarkably fine collection of Sussex books, MSS., prints, maps, etc., numbering over 
5,000, and housed in a separate room reserved for the purpose is an adjuné to a good general 
Reference Library. 

The usual services to blind readers, to the local Hospital, study and dramatic groups have 
been in operation for many years. 

The total book stock is now about 80,000 and the number of borrowers, at the 
time of the last Annual Report, when the population figure was 58,000, about 30,000. 

The Museum and Art Gallery is controlled through the same Committee. The former 
is chiefly local in scope and has a very fine pre-historic section, “‘ Sussex Bygones,” colleétions 
of coleoptera, lepidoptera, and British birds of exceptional interest and value. 

The Art Gallery has a good colleéion of pi€tures by Sussex artists, as well as represent- 
ative examples by outstanding painters of the last fifty years, including among others work by 
Sickert, Steer, Gilman, Ginner, Thérése Lessore, F. Mura and Sir William Russell. About 
six visiting Exhibitions are held annually and last year these were visited by over 85,000 people. 

The Library has always been serviced by women, so too has the Museum and Art Gallery 
since 1918. The foundations of this fine record of work were laid by that outstanding woman 
librarian, Marian Frost, whose death in 1935 was so widely regretted. 

The work of the last half century was recognised in the Jubilee Exhibitions held in December 
and opened by Mr. H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A., then President of the Library Association. In 
his remarks upon that occasion Mr. Cashmore paid a generous tribute to the quality of the 
Service which had been achieved. 

To commemorate the event Major J. R. Abbey lent from his magnificent private collection 
nearly one hundred specimens of the work of outstanding book-binders of the last half century, 
together with some fine examples of printing from famous private presses of the same period. 
The Exhibition as a whole was of the greatest bibliographical interest and demonstrated the 
fine craftsmanship of English binders and printers of that time. 

A pictorial Exhibition depi&ing the growth of the local library service was displayed 
in an adjoining Gallery. 


“Small Towns and Smaller Librarians ” 
By Arruur (Gilstrap Public Library, Newark-on-Trent) 


I CAN sympathise to some extent in the ‘‘ heavy weather” and “ slough of contradiction ” 


which surrounds Callimachus in the August-September issue. 


It would seem that praétising librarians and those in attendance at the Schools are being 
offered a role similar to an audience at a Harry Hemsley radio turn. The difference is that 
they are being asked to await and rely upon a translation of the notions of state control instead 
of the burblings of baby Horace. 

It is a pity though that in casting around in that same slough his hook should fasten 
upon the small towns and smaller librarians. 

The reference to small towns and smaller librarians is not in very good taste. It savours 
of a mean attitude by some of the larger librarians. Apparently the official of a small library 
authority is not to be credited with honesty of purpose or loyalty to the committee by whom 
he is employed. 

[ think of an authority which has implicit faith in its library committee. An authority 
whose treasurer is quite unlike any of the specimens held up for criticism at Blackpool. An 
authority which, since 1920, has done its utmost to support the library committee’s desire to 
provide an effeétive library service in which members show personal interest. A service and 
organization which has received praise at various times from visiting members of the Library 
Association Council. This authority wishes to retain local control. Is it necessary to refer 
to the librarian of this town as a “‘ smaller ” librarian because he feels that his committee has 
done a good job and that it deserves his loyalty ? 

There are many authorities which since 1920 have done equally well—and better. These 
progressives surely have the right to express their views on the nationalization of the Library 
Service without that mean spirit of ridicule. This talking down of the small library indicates 
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a poor spirit—a mean spirit—and not a little ignorance, evidence of which can be gathered 
from some ex-service men attending Library Schools. Neither is it part of a sincere attempt 
to find the answer to the questions which the matter of nationalization promotes for the 
small library. 

Can anyone, including Callimachus, clear the air as to gain or loss of dignity and inde- 
pendence ? What has a librarian of a small authority to gain by persuading his committee 
to hand over to a larger body the system it has built up over a number of years? What 
has he to lose by rejeéting nationalization as the on/y means by which a better service can be 
enjoyed by everyone ? “‘ Elsie, what did Horace say ?” 

So far we have been offered a panacea of doubtful blessings. On the tried basis of one 
volunteer being worth ten pressed men I would suggest that more co-operation and more 
field work can attain what we are Striving for. This, in so many words, is an acceptance of 
the faét that Library Service is something more than book provision and distribution. 

Quite clearly some authorities (not only small ones) have not done what should have been 
done. There are some which are financially unable to do so, but there are many which, if it 
were pointed out, could be made to realise how far their efforts have fallen short of their 
ability. The question of financial ability must be considered. Authorities which are willing 
to do the utmost themselves for the provision of any public service can be supported from a 
Central Government Fund provided for the purpose. A 3d. rate in one place may be in- 
sufficient and yet economically all that can be reasonably expected ; whilst in another — a 
id. rate gives a first-class library service ; again, it must not be overlooked that some libraries 
built within the last 60 years are bearing proportionately high war and fabric charges. The 
principle of help from a Central Fund to those authorities which cannot provide a large enough 
income for a full service has been stated by a member of the Government in relation to another 
matter. Financial assistance by those who require it need not depend upon nationalization. 

Regional Advisory Councils could be established to implement the praétical results which 
have been achieved in the sphere of co-operation amongst the progressives. 

I have absolute faith in the results of enthusiastic field work—frequent professional 
contaéts with colleagues and members of committees of adjoining authorities, and praétical 
voluntary co-operation. No one—not even Alderman Henderson—will ever convince me 
that a few people living in a small hamlet cannot enjoy the privileges of a library service 
provided by a nearby market or industrial town which is visited at least once a week for other 
purposes. Co-operation is the means by which this is done. It has still to be demonstrated 
that these few people (making many in the adjoining area of an existing library) will receive 
better service under nationalization than is provided by the nearby town. At Blackpool 
Alderman Henderson stated that local authorities would so¢ co-operate. My experience 
over the past 20 years does not support that view, and in support of my faith in these senti- 
ments, the following outline plan for a Regional Advisory Council is submitted. 

OBJECT AND SUGGESTED CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL 

The greater co-ordination and improvement of library service in a given area with the 
obje& of improving the service to the public, and at the same time preserving local authority 
and encouraging local interest. 

This to be encouraged by the establishment of a Regional Advisory Council consisting 
of, say, 

1 Librarian, Large Borough 

1 Librarian, Small Borough 

1 County Librarian 

2 Local Authority representatives. 

The Regional Advisory Council to aé on behalf of Library Association Branches, the 
areas of which should be revised in consideration of adequate transport facilities, and increased 
numerically as such areas demand. 

This Council to visit on request any library whose authority intends to participate in the 
scheme of co-operation, with a view to suggesting the best way of meeting the needs. 

(In order to open the ground a questionnaire should be prepared and answered by the 
local librarian and this information circulated to each library in the given area, with a view to 
Stimulating the request mentioned above.) 
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PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS 
1. Acceptance of the idea that the success of a unit lies in the personal service it renders to 
members of the community and in that sense it is possible for small systems to succeed. 
2. The encouragement of librarians and authorities to take aéctive interest in the work of 
co-operation. 
3. A list of all authorities in the area where the Library A&ts have 

(a) not been adopted 

(b) been adopted but not implemented. 
4. Effort—by interview if necessary—to bring the authorities mentioned in 3 to a point 
of aétion from which co-operation can be offered. 
BAsIS OF CO-OPERATION 
1. An acceptance of the faét that Library Service is something more than book provision 
and distribution. 
2. A levelling out of library provisions in all units of the service, not—at the moment— 
with the idea of bringing all expenditure on books up to the highest figure in the area, but up 
to what is considered by a Regional Advisory Council to be economically and financially 
possible and which might reasonably be expected. 
3. Intensification of library work and extension of privileges in areas adjacent to existing 
libraries by forms of co-operation to be agreed upon between Urban, Municipal authorities, 
and the County Library authority concerned in the area. 

Suggested examples of this co-operation :— 

MEMBERSHIP 
1. For County readers, by filling in a form provided for the purpose—renewable annually. 
2. The admission of residents in the County area as local members if they attend an educa- 
tional establishment or work in the local boundary. 
3. Inter-availability of tickets between all library authorities—for special purposes and 
under special circumstances. 


INTERLENDING 
1. Regional Bureau. 
2. The grouping of libraries in the area with a view to co-operative work. 

(e.g. Circulation of book lists and the supplying of catalogue main entries on request. 
In this way every library would augment its stock for lending purposes and be in a position 
to make dire& application for books required.) 

3. By agreement at meetings of librarians in such groups to provide copies of expensive 
Standard works in subjects of likely demand. 

(e.g. Purchase by individual libraries in the group of, say, different publications of 
Commercial Telegraphic Codes.) 

4. By the same means agree upon the provision of any collection of books, especially of 
cultural value. 

(e.g. 6 grouped libraries could purchase between them a set of Loeb Classics. They 

might individually specialise in Art (Paintings); History (English); History (European) ; 
Antiquity. 
5. After examination of local stocks in relation to their immediate neighbours and a recording 
of peculiar local demands, it should be possible by agreement in each group to create very 
good colleétions on a useful number of subjeéts throughout the area. Consequent circulations 
of information could produce an area directory on the lines of the ASLIB direétories. 

Tue Lrprary Association, Northern Branch, Annual General Meeting, was held in the 
Central Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, at 2.30 p.m., on January 22nd, 1947, the attendance 
being 73. Mr. W. C. Hamilton (Durham County) was in the Chair, in the absence of Mr. E. 
Austin Hinton, who was ill. It was reported that the membership of the Branch during 1946, 
its first year, was 256, consisting of 249 personal members, and two local members. The 
following Officers were elected to serve for 1947 :—Chairman: Mr. E. Austin Hinton, B.A., 
F.L.A. (Newcastle) ; Vice-Chairman : Mr. W.C. Hamilton, A.L.A. (Durham County) ; Hon. 
Secretary: Mr. H. A. Bilton, F.L.A. (Newcastle); Hon. Treasurer: Mr. B. S. Page, M.A. 
(King’s College, Newcastle). 
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FORTHCOMING TITLES 


THE ORACLES OF GOD 
T. H. L. PARKER 
This introduction to the preaching of John 
Calvin is based on a thorough review of 
Calvin's extant sermons. The study of 
Calvin’s method and style of preaching has 
direct relevance to the task of the modern 


preacher. 12s. 6d. net 
REPRINTS 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE CROSS 


F. W. DILLISTONE 
“Enriched with a great wealth of literary 
references and vivid illustrations.’’—Exposi- 
tory Times. 12s. 6d. net 
THE RELEVANCE OF 
APOCALYPTIC 
H. H. ROWLEY 
‘*A most illuminating study of Jewish and 
Christian Apocalypses from Danie! to Revel- 
ation.""—Dr. John McConnachie in the 
British Weekly. 8s. 6d. net 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


Sales Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, 


Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


BIBLE & NATURE 


STORIES ARE POPULAR 
WITH CHILDREN 


TALES TO TELL TO 
LITTLE CHILDREN 
A book of delightful, Nature and Home stories, by 
Winifred E. Barnard and Elsie H. Spriggs. Suitable 
for children of three to five years, charmingly illustrated 
with drawings by Elsie Anna Wood. 
Cloth Boards. Price 3/6 net (postage 3d.) 


THINGS WONDERFUL 
by Aileen Henderson 
Fourteen delightful Nature Storics about God's 
Wonderful World and its creatures. With 42 charming 
illustrations by M. K. Mountain. 
Cloth Boards. Price 4/- net (postage 3d.) 


LOVELIEST FRIEND 
. M. Macdougall Ferguson 


Twenty-four proton: written stories of Jesus for 
children. Illustrated by K. Maidment and Rene Cloke. 


Cloth Boards. Price 3/6 net (postage 3d.) 


CARWAL PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
Manor Road :: Wallington :: Surrey 


“PRESS OFFICER, PLEASE!” 


The first book to be written by a serving 
Press Officer on the work of his depart- 
ment, The Ministry of Agriculture. 


by F. HOWARD LANCUM, M.B.E. 


“While wit and humour are conspicuous, the book contains 
a wealth of information which gives the reader an insight 
into the triumphs and troubles of The Ministry of Agri- 
culture, and the promise and achievements of British 
Agriculture.”’—Farmers’ Gazette. 


AN IMPORTANT LIBRARY BOOK PUBLISHED AT 10/6 BY 


CROSBY LOCKWOOD & SON LTD. 
zo TUDOR STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 


ube 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear GLAUCcON, MorIBUNDITY 

Did you say you have been concerned to discover how different is the prosaic, practicality 
of members of your staff from your own traditional view of them and their works ? You had 
thought that, so far as literature was concerned, they were leagued with you to keep a live 
interest in the great works, and, in that supposition, you had some years ago followed the 
contemporary habit of relegating the greater part of your Stock to the stack room, leaving on 
the open shelves the books most in demand. This you did in the deluded belief that readers 
would call for the best books. You have learned by a delayed exploration of your stack that 
they do nothing of the kind. Books that went out three or four times a year—not a bad 
performance for most great books—have for years slept in a profundity which resembles 
death since they have been taken from the open shelves. I said that this referred to Literature, 
in the Dewey interpretation of the term, but you tell me that standard biographies, histories, 
works of travel, and even scientific books of moment, remain unread after their removal. 

Tome 

Tuat Ts No Surprise 

because I have felt that this was coming for many years. Open access is the primary culprit 
and, alas, none of us would dare to withdraw so almost essential a privilege. It would be like 
keeping customers out of shops and insisting that they should buy all goods merely on the 
sight of them in the windows. A likely measure! Possibly in the “ indicator age” readers 
gave more fore-thinking to their choice of books. They could see only a few of them in the 
show-cases which even we indicator-users did have on our lending counters but, if they really 
wanted to use the library, they were bound to use the catalogue. That implied some effort. Is 
it lacking now or must we think that what effort there may be is diverted elsewhere ? I suppose 
we have discussed this a dozen times in THe Lisrary Worip. But you are still concerned. 
So am I because, if the only purpose of my library is to give just what fashion clamours for, 
librarianship drops from our old ideals into the purveying of the popular, if not into the 
scandalous aétivity described by a snob in a learned library in the notorious description of 
public library work as “ the provision of the illiterate for the illiterate by the illiterate.” 

You say that your assistants 

ACQUTESCE IN THIS 
state of affairs. Never of their own volition do they bring out, as a regular routine, the books 
in the library charnel houses to force them upon the attention of readers. You argue: we 
have brought readers to such a condition that they use only their eyes in book choice ; what 
is before them on the shelves they take, what is not there they either do not know or assume 
to be out or even non-existent. There was a method, advocated I think by James D. Stewart— 
but others may be responsible—which provided a dummy on the open shelves for every 
volume in the stack. Does anyone use that method today ? It would be interesting, if anyone 
does, to know if it brings demands for these books. You and I have so many books off the 
open shelves that these shelves might have more dummies than real books if we continued to 
use it. I guess that 
Your Srarr Has Irs Own ANSWER 

to you. Many libraries are working shorter hours, and borrowers do not decrease, so that the 
queue is now as common with them as with the fishmonger. They have no time for any of the 
ideal aétivities of the old librarian, including reading lists, bulletins, personal assistance, book- 
display, book-talks and, with these, the constant changing of the shelf-stock so that, in its turn, 
every book that is worth Aeeping comes into the daylight for a while. At present for many 
departments this is a visible impossibility. To take books in and to push them out, twenty to 
the minute, is the activity of hundreds of librarians. 

Are there any 


REMEDIES 
for this position ? Have you a Staff large enough to meet the ideals you cherish ?_ And is part 
of the trouble due to the very modish ideas about literature that regard the classics, especially 
the poets, as no longer worthy of study in an atomic age? These people are articulately 
scornful of the Viétorians in all their manifestations; they have not read them, and why 
should others be expeé&ted to do so? There are librarians who hold such views. For them 
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there is no remedy as they do not even imagine their malady to exist. On the other hand, the 
problem is a real one. Books continue to arrive, time passes rapidly, modes of appeal in books 
give way to others, and surely the mere technique of writing progresses. If our people do not 
want what is older than yesterday, then let yesterday bury its own dead. We cannot objeét, 
Glaucon, can we ? Except, perhaps, to ask if our public knows what it loses by this committal 
of its literary past ?. What opportunity has the average man or woman in the average “ up-to- 
minute” public library of seeing on open shelves the temptation of the whole Border Scott, 
the whole Winchester Jane Austen, the whole Pentland, or even Tusitala, edition of Stevenson, 
a complete George Eliot, George Borrow, John Galt, Thomas Hardy in the Wessex edition 
and Meredith in the old red cloth with the photogravure frontispieces ? It is the same with 
history : where can I get a complete Gibbon, or Macaulay or Froude or Hume, Clarendon, 
Gardiner, or Clough’s Plutarch, or even Jowett’s complete Plato, Spedding’s Bacon, Hobbes’ 
Leviathan and Burton’s Anatomy, Ruskin, Carlyle and De Quincy complete and the few 
priceless volumes of Walter Pater ? Yet these, with the five or six Everests of the human mind 
and imagination, Homer, Plato, Vergil, Dante, Cervantes, Rabelais, Goethe, should be in the 
smallest independent library. They are the foundations and pillars of world literature. Try 
your own lending library shelves for these, as I have done on mine ; many will be there but a 
number will be in the vaults if they haven’t been worn out and not replaced. It may be, then, 
that we need a 
REORIENTATION OF OuR Own MINpbs 
which will urge us to provide opportunities for the revival of the greater books. The reader 
of to-day is not of lower intelligence than he of the nineties and there is more of him. He is 
busier and hasn’t—so he thinks—time to cultivate the most precious of his possessions, his 
mind. The librarian, as I conceive him, should not thrust under his nose only the books of the 
moment, he should be a better tradesman than that. The trader does not wait for the demand 
for goods although he uses all demands as we must do ; he buys goods and then persuades us 
to buy them. So the successful librarian is he who can get the best books read. 
SMALL SELECTIONS ON OPEN SHELVES 
are good, but only for the advertisement and use of the books displayed. No library with less 
than 20,000 volumes can meet the cultural needs of aay town and in that number all such books 
as I have cited must be present and visible. It is an ideal, not realized in most places and in 
some not even recognized. Every library may not be able to reach the 30,000 volumes library 
which appears to be the ideal for the Birmingham branch library as exemplified at Yardley and 
other modern arms of that great system ; but we should aim at it, even if it means the advo- 
cating of larger buildings and staffs. Every library should develop the Sheffield type of book 
display and should have a series of annotated, and if possible illustrated, lists of classics in all 
fields. 
Upon Estimates 

There are already mutterings. Do they portent the coming storm? My Treasurer 
whispered to me that there will be tears over our local budget this year. The National Charter, 
the cost of all materials—for us the cost of books, binding and repairs, printing and Stationery, 
especially this last, have made our demands soar so much beyond those of 1939 that there must 
be a savage rate increase. This was felt in a small degree last year ; it will be much more telling 
in this and it is quite clear that for a few years rates must continue to rise. I fear a storm in my 
own town and shall be glad to know what you expeé. I have made an honest estimate. It is 
thousands more than that of 1946-47 and none of it, so far as I can see, avoidable. Unless we 
cease to buy, bind or replace books we cannot retrench. Salaries, for which we have fought so 
justifiably and so long, are the main cause. The public should know that and infer, as my 
business-minded chairman, who is not of the Labour party, has just remarked, “ It shows how 
damned bad the salaries were before!” But, do you sometimes rub your eyes to find boys and 
girls in their early twenties earning much more than the average chief librarian earned (or was 
paid) twenty years ago ?” 

It will be an interesting and, I think, exciting time. 

Vale ! ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Liprary Wor.p. 
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Personal News 


Mr. W. S. Haugh, B.A., Dipl. P. Admin., 
F.L.A., Deputy City Librarian, Westminster 
Public Libraries has been appointed Deputy 
City Librarian, Bristol. 


Mr. J.C. Haywood, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Worcester City Library, has been appointed 
Deputy City Librarian. 


Topicalities 
Edited by E. R. McCotvin 
(The Polytechnic Library, W.1) 


A leaflet has been issued by the BETHNAL 
GREEN PUBLIC LIBRARIES, entitled 
“ There is nothing like a good book,” advising 
‘John Citizen” that, since he pays rates, 
Public Libraries belong to him. The HALI- 
FAX PUBLIC LIBRARIES have published a 
report on circulation, Stock, analysis of 
reading and other items. There is aiso “ A 
Glimpse at the Treasures of the Junior 
Library.” In their Bulletin for January 1947 
the ISLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES give 
particulars of their newest acquisitions as well 
as of their club aétivities. We hear from 
KILMARNOCK of the financial difficulties of 
the Scottish Burgh Libraries and of their need 
to extend their own reference library. There 
is a list of The Month’s New Books (January 
1947) purchased by the LINCOLN PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES. LIVERPOOL reports that it 
has received a complete set of ‘ A Catalog of 
books represented by Library of Congress 
printed cards, issued to July 31, 1942,” com- 
prising a total of 167 volumes. Vol. 10, No. 1, 
dated January 1947, of ‘‘ The Portsmouth 
Reader,” a Quarterly Magazine devoted to the 
interests of book lovers and museum visitors 
has been published by the CENTRAL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, PORTSMOUTH. The 
SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES inform us in their Bulletin (Vol. 
19, No. 1o, January 1947) that Miss Isobel 
Baillie, the famous singer, has become their 
President of the year. The SWINDON 
Review, a local Miscellany of the Arts (No. 2, 
December 1946) is an attractive magazine with 
a personal message from Sir Stafford Cripps. 
There are many beautiful illustrations as well 
as interesting articles, Stories and poetry. 


Useful information is offered by the TOTTEN- 
HAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES in their January 
edition of ‘‘ New Books,” 
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Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


BirRMINGHAM Public Libraries. 84th Annual 
Report, 1945-1946. City Librarian, H. M. 
Cashmore, F.L.A. Population (last Census) 
1,002,413. Rate 3.58d. Income from Rate 
£103,796. Stock: Lending 749,106; Ref- 
erence 558,341. Additions 45,076. With- 
drawals 17,412. Issues: Lending 4,992,950; 
Reference 514,637. Borrowers 185,464, 
extra tickets 182,768. Branches 26. 

As no annual reports have been printed since the 
year 1938-9, this report reviews the work of the 
Libraries during the intervening years. The Libraries 
were most fortunate in escaping serious damage or 
losses during the war, in spite of the heavy bombing to 
which the City was subjeéted. No library building was 
destroyed, although one of the branch libraries lost its 
roof in a fire, yet damage to books was negligible. 
Treasures from the Reference Library were Stored in 
complete safety in the extremely strong basements of the 
Central Library. Two of the branch libraries were 
closed owing to a shift of population, and will not be 
reopened. Book circulation decreased during the first 
two years of the war, but from 1941-2 the figures show 
substantial annual increases culminating in the year 
being reviewed with the highest figure toe any year in 
the history of the Libraries. The increase in issues over 
the previous year, which was the former record, 
amounted to 43,769. The number of readers registered 
has increased by nearly 13 per cent. since the last pre- 
war year. Sunday opening of the lending libraries was 
discontinued in March, 1945. The work of the Com- 
mercial and Technical Libraries has rapidly increased 
since the conclusion of hostilities, and is nearing its 
pre-war Standard. The Library Authorities are earnestly 
awaiting the earliest practical moment to replace the 
badly congested Central Libraries building, built for 
the requirements of over sixty years ago, and to 
establish facilities in those parts of the City which are 
still without proper library provision. 


Bristow Public Libraries. Reading in Bristol : 
Annual Report for 1945-1946. City Librar- 
ian, James Ross, M.A., F.R.S.L., F.L.A. 
Population (est.) 414,320. Rate 2.94d. 
Income from Rate £40,929. Stock: Lend- 
ing 196,267; Reference 179,959. Additions 
31,878. Withdrawals 18,597. Issues : Lend- 
ing 2,209,427; Children (including school 


libraries) 492,341; Reference 168,137; 
Library of Commerce 127,512 ; Newspaper 
and Patents Library 9,552; Borrowers 


91,184, extra tickets 34,574. Branches 14. 
The year here reviewed has been marked b 
siderable progress in all departments of the libran beary 
service. For the first time in the history of the Libraries 
the three million mark has been passed 1 in the circulation 
and use of books. The year's figures represent an 
increase of 88,466 when compared with the previous 
year. The daily average issue amounted to almost 
10,000 per day. There is also recorded the highest 
ever figures in the number of reader’s tickets in use. 
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Nearly 8,000 new readers were enrolled during the past 
year. The Reference Library is rapidly beginning to 
resume its pre-war eminence as a centre of culture and 
information in the City. The precious manuscripts, early 
printed books, etc., have been brought back from their 
wartime hiding-place and once again made available for 
consultation. The figures given showing the use m 

of the Reference Library are far in advance of those of 
the previous year. The year was also notable for the 
number of special exhibitions arranged in the Reference 
Library. The Library of Commerce continues to play 
an important part in the commercial and industrial 
life of the City, last year’s figures of consultations 
showing that 6,752 more references were made than in 
the year before. The Central Children’s Library, 
which had been occupied by the Town Clerk’s staff for 
over five years, has not been restored to its legitimate 
use. The room has been completely redecorated and 
modernised, and now presents a most attractive 
appearance, which can be judged by a glance at the 
excellent photographs published in this Report. A 
total of 17,491 items were dealt with in the Binding 
Department during the year. A library service is being 
organised at Southmead Hospital. 


. 
Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
Espace (Arundell) The British 
Library. A short history and survey. 
& Unwin. 15s. net. 

The Story of the greatest English Library has been 
told before but never on the scale of Dr. Esdaile’s 
volume. It contains a very full record of the great 
donations which have done so much to build up the 
collection and further very complete accounts of the 
officers and Staff from the earliest times. The author 
says very little about the service in the Reading Room. 
There was a day, under Mr. Barwick as Keeper, when 
the time for supplying books to readers was so cut 
down that almost any book could be obtained in 
twenty minutes. After his time, however, red tape 
resumed its sway. Even books in the galleries of the 
Reading Room took a very long time to reach the 
reader. Now that the whole fabric of the Library is 
under consideration it is to be hoped that the Room 
Service will be simplified, the Reading Rooms kept 
open to 10 o'clock in the evening (as all the great 
American libraries are) and an information officer 
located at an open desk, for the benefit of new readers 
and nervous researchers. 


JoHNson (John) and Grson (Strickland) Print 
and Privilege at Oxford to the Year 1700. 
Illus. Oxford. 42s. net. 

The history of printing in conneétion with the 
University of Oxford has at last received adequate 
treatment, at least as far as the 15th, 16th and 17th 
centuries are concerned. The combination of 
John Johnson the Printer to the University with 
Strickland Gibson the late Archivist of the University 
is a happy one and the book is a model of produétion 
from both literary and typographical points of view. It 
is dedicated to the memory of Falconer Madan to 
whose researches in Oxford bibliography the authors 
must have been considerably indebted. The story of 


Museum 
Allen 


Fell and his types is well told and documented. An 


AUSTRALIAN BOOKS OF DISTINCTION 
THE HUMBLE DUTCH HERRING 
By W. Preger 
With 40 full-page illustrations. 62 pp. Cr. 4to, stiff paper 

cover and picture jacket, 8/6 net. 
Source of Holland's prosperity and greatness. Story of 
Dutch Seafarers over the years. 


— OVER BURMA 
y W. G. Burchett 
(Sunday War Correspondent) 


260 pp. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, 12/6 net. 
An eye-witness account of the first Burma Campaign. 


PAPUA 
Its People and Its Promise— 
Past and Future 
By Lewis Lett 
108 pp. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, 7/6 net. 

An interesting book about an Australian Colony. 
THE OF THE CROCKS 
By L. E. Clifford 

22! pp. Wluserated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 10/- 
The Mediterranean adventures of H.M.A.S. met “STUART” 
with Destroyer Flotilla on convoy duty. 

WADLEY & GINN 
Dominion House, Bartholomew Close, 
London, E.C.! 

Telephone : CLE 3389 
Agents for F. W. Cheshire Pty. Ltd., 
Melbourne 


essential volume to all who are studying the history of 

the press in England and especially the history of the 

university privileges. 

THe Writers’ AND PHOTOGRAPHERS’ REFER- 
ENCE GuripE. Matson’s. 6d. net. 

An extremely useful and well-compiled hand-book. 
Invaluable to anyone interested in writing, photography 
and reading. ‘The guide supplies information on 
markets, payment, literary addresses, British and 
foreign publications, contraéts, copyright, and many 
other important subjeéts. 

GENERAL 
Bruce (Charles) Grey Ship Moving. 
Authors Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

A collection of poems by a Canadian reporter. 
Mr.Bruce has a message and tells it in a fascinating 
manner. His ‘‘Grey Ship” reads like a short story 
with a peculiar music of its own flowing through it. 
Burke (Thomas) The English Townsman. 

Col. front. Illus. Batsford. 12s. 6d. net. 

Before Thomas Burke died recently he completed 
this companion work to “‘English Night Life,” “‘ T ravel 
in England” and ‘‘ The Streets of London.” Mr. 
Burke holds that the townsman has a tradition of his 
own. Many anecdotes will amuse the general reader. 
Interesting and humorous illustrations, taken from old 
prints, paintings and medieval MSS. increase the value 
of this book, especially to Students of history and 
architecture. 


Espal.e (Katherine A.) English Church Monu- 


British 


ments 1510 to 1840. Introduction by 
Sacheverell Sitwell. Col. front. Illus. 
Batsford. 21s. net. 
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Mrs. Esdaile who is well known as a leading 
authority on English Renaissance Sculpture, and has 
here produced her third book on English Monuments, 
describes it as a sequel to Mr. Crossley’s English Church 
Monuments. The result is a comprehensive, well 
produced survey which will be of value to all students 
of history and art, and certainly deserves a place on 
every book-lover’s shelf. Mr. Sacheverell Sitwell 
contributes a long and informative introduction to the 
work and the illustrative material consists of 148 
photographs admirably reproduced, numerous line 
drawings, a coloured frontispiece and an effective 
coloured jacket. 

Gwynn (Dennis) Lord Shrewsbury, Pugin and 
the Catholic Revival. Illus. Front. Hollis 
& Carter. 6d. net. 

Lord Shrewsbury, in collaboration with the 
famous architeét, Pugin, and Ambrose Phillips, played 
an important part in the building and adorning of the 
new churches which arose at the time of the Catholic 
revival. Little has been written about his efforts in this 
direétion and the volume fills a gap which will be of 
interest to all Students of the social and religious life 
in nineteenth century Europe, and England in par- 
ticular. An introduétion is contributed by the Rev. 
S. J. Gosling. 

Haskewwi (Arnold E.) Miracle in the Gorbals. 
Illus. Albyn Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ beautiful edition, concerned not only with the 
particular ballet which forms the title but with con- 
temporary choreography in general. 


photography as well as the many admirers of the 
ballet, and of the Choreographer, Mr. Robert Help- 
mann, and the caste in particular. 


Phe »tographs of 
the Sadlers Wells Production will attra& lovers of 


Ma ory (Sir Thomas) King Arthur of Britain, 
Arranged by Brian Kennedy Cooke. Col, 
illus. Edmund Ward. 7s. 6d. net. 

Far from being “‘ dry ” this will make instruétive 
and exciting reading for anyone interested in history and 
literature in general. Sir Thomas Malory’s work, a 
little lengthy at times, has been ably condensed, by Mr. 
Cooke who has set down only those parts of the Story 
that concern King Arthur himself. Two attraGive 
illustrations assist the reader in visualising the “* Round 
Table ” period. 

Mikes (George) How to be an Alien. Illus. by 
Nicolas Bentley. Wingate. 6s. net. 

\ pleasant little book, humorously written and 
illustrated. Sometimes ridiculing British idiosyncracies, 
it often professes sincere admiration for these very 
same national failings. Mr. Mikes, the Hungarian 
author, obviously intends to help foreigners to a better 
relationship with their hosts through the use of taé, at 
the same time reminding us of our guests’ difficulties. 
Prke (Oliver G.) Nature and my Cine Camera. 

Story and lessons of making eighty Nature 
Films. Illus. Focal Press. 15s. net. 

A companion work to “‘ Nature and my camera.” 
Mr. Pike tells us how he uses his cine camera when he 
shoots nature films. This book is illustrated by a large 
number of “ stills” of great beauty. Anyone asking 
““ Why can’t I take pictures like these ?” will be told 
how it should be done. 

RoGerson (Alex. E.) Chosen to be Soldiers, 
Illus. Pickering & Inglis. 4s. net. 

The purpose of this well-printed little book is to 
explain to young readers what some of the badges and 
mottoes worn by H.M. forces represent. Illustrated by 
historical scenes, Mr. Rogerson’s work draws the 
conclusion that even those who do not display a badge, 
are soldiers—soldiers of the Lord. 

Russeit (Henry G.) Table-Top Photography. 
Illus. Fountain Press. 6s. net. 

Of great interest and value to all who like the 
** photographic angle ”’ ; to the masters as well as to the 
amateurs. It is a Striking little book, splendidly illus- 
trated, covering practically every aspect of the 
The chapter on perspeétive is especially worthy of 
attention. 

Taytor (Gordon Rattray) Economics for the 
Exasperated. John Lane. tos. 6d. net. 

The title fully explains the task the author has set 
himself. His work should be of great interest to those 
who want to know why there is unemployment, »by 
there are slumps, why there are booms and how he is to 
seek the answer to many other whys. The author has 
addressed himself to every ordinary citizen who may 
feel it an outrage that he should have to study economics. 
Tempest (Victor) Near the Sun. With a Fore- 

word by Sir Archibald Sinclair. Crabtree 
Press. 6s. net. 

In this book about the R.A.F., Victor Tempest, 
a doétor, who served six years in the R.A.F. as a medical 
officer, describes airmen, their worries, their fears and 
their heroism. The author says “‘ he will manage to 
hear a large variety of things, some sad, many amus- 
ing.” This also applies to the reader. 
Tocquevitte (Alexis de) Democracy i 

America. Introduétion by Henry Steele 
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Commager. Cumberlege, Oxford University 
Press. 6s. net. 

An attractive pocket-size edition of a work first 
published in 1835. This abridged version will be of 
great value to Students of history. It deals with 
American problems, and democratic problems in general 
as de Tocqueville observed them more than a hundred 
years ago. Some of the questions he deals with have a 
dire& bearing on present day conditions. The trans- 
lation is by Henry Reeve. 

Wan.ess (Alexander) Light-Line Fly Fishing 
for Salmon. [llus. Jenkins. 6s. net. 

A useful book for all those who are interested in 
fishing. Mr. Wanless offers advice which will enable 
anglers to achieve more successful methods. The 
author has illustrated his work with diagrams. 
WitiiaMs-E.uits (Clough) On Trust for the 

Nation. Col. front. Illus. Maps. Paul 
Elek. 23s. net. 

All lovers of the English countryside should 
possess this attractively written and beautifully pro- 
duced book. Mr. Williams-Ellis shows us what the 
National Trust for Places of Historic Interest and 
Natural Beauty holds and preserves for us. One of the 
most pleasing features of this volume are the drawings 
in colour and monochrome by Barbara Jones. Over a 
hundred fine photographs and a folding map showing 
protected by the Trust and properties owned 
y the Trust, are also included. 

Wourr (William) The Immortal Scene. British 
Authors’ Press. §s. net. 

This is Mr. Wolff’s third colle€@tion. The author 
himself explains in the preface that he is trying to 
express the views of several people. There are forty-one 
poems in this edition, each one of which creates an 
atmosphere of its own. The Publishers are anxious to 
bring to the notice of the Public Libraries the faé that 
they are resuming publication of the Brrrish ANNUAL 
or Lrrerature. This is a review of literature through- 
out the Empire, the only one of its kind, and its value 
as a book of reference has been recognised. 


FICTION 
(J. van) Chinese City. 
8s. 6d. net. 

When Janet Massey steps off the Steamer at 
Ta-nan-Kao on the Yangtse River things immediately 
begin to happen in this romantic love story which is set 
in a pre-war Chinese city. The author voices strong. 
criticism of American and European officials, magnates 
and their women. 
Joyce-PRENDERGAST (K. M.) Windyhill. 

Mercier Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of happiness and sorrow, of love and 
tragedy. This is the author’s third book and she 
writes with sympathy and underStanding as well as a 
sincere reverence for higher things. 

Scorr (Hardiman) Within the Centre. Sylvan 
Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

Julian faces problems in a Norfolk village similar 
to those faced by Hamlet in Denmark many centuries 
ago. Social and family complications will keep the 
reader on the qui vive. 


STEVENSON (Robert Louis) Tales of Tusitala, 
Chosen by John L. Hardie. Art & Educa- 


Boardman. 


MARTIN BRESLAUER 


(Founded 1898) 
Old, Rare & Learned Books & MSS. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY, BOOKS ON BOOKS, CATA- 
LOGUES OF PUBLIC & PRIVATE LIBRARIES, 
BOOKS ON LIBRARIANSHIP, BOOK COL- 
LECTING & BIBLIOPHILY, HISTORY & 
PRACTICE OF PRINTING belong to the subjects 
which are at all times fully represented on our 


shelves. 
Current Catalogues : 


No. 61 : 484 items, illustrated. 
No. 62: 


6d. each, free of charge abroad 


1,150 items 


23 MUSEUM STREET,LONDON, W.C.! 
Telephone : Museum 4640 


tional Publishers. 8s. 6d. net. 
This nicely produced volume contains eleven of 
R. L. Stevenson’s best short Stories, including ‘‘ The 
Beach of Falesa’ ”’ and “ The Strange Case of Dr, 


Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Certainly, this seleétion by Mr 

Hardie admirably illustrates the author’s own literary 

maxim that “ the one rule is to be infinitely various : to 

interest, to disappoint, to surprise, and yet Still to 

gratify.” | Adolescents and adults will find this a 

valuable edition to possess and to treasure. 

Tuomas (Gwyn) Where did I put my pity ? 
Folk Tales from the Modern Welsh. 
Progress Publishing. 5s. 6d. net. 

Six short Stories well told by Thomas. Allen Hutt 
has described him as a Rhondda Runyon. Even those 
who do not quite agree with Mr. Hutt will enjoy these 
very Welsh tales. 

JUVENILES 

Burrow (Ida) Eiderdown Country. Illus. by 
Marjorie Alice Green. Col. front. Pixie 
Press. 3s. 6d. 

Many children will be pleased to get a chance of 
joining Josephine and Bobbin in their adventures, and 
many children will get this chance by looking at the 
illustrations by M. A. Green which have an Oriental air 
about them ; and by reading Ida Burrow’s book. 
Cowen (Frances) Honor Bound. Col. front. 

Lutterworth. §s. net. 

Honor Quintin receives a mySterious communi- 
cation which results in her being kidnapped. Huck B. 
WeSton, with his saxophone, an Inspector from Scot- 
land Yard and other friends rescue the damsel in distress. 
An exciting Story for girls. 
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Gatiwey (Nona) Fairy Moonbeams. Illus. by 
Naomi Heather. Col. front. Pixie Press. 


net. 
Poems for children, advising them to be “ good.” 
And “ good ” they are bound to be, at least while the 
look at the illustrations, afid while the poems ctenth 
them—which will be for quite some time. 
Gounce (Elisabeth) The Little White Horse. 
Col. illus. London University Press. 6s. net. 
Maria, aged thirteen, has Strange encounters with a 
variety of weird creatures, both wicked and delightful. 
It all takes place in the West Country of a hundred 
years ago. This book will please both the young and 
the not so young. 
HENDERSON (Aileen) Things Wonderful. Illus. 
by N. K. Mountain. Religious Education 


Press. 4s. net. 

\ companion volume to the author's “ Creatures 
Great and Small ”’ which will not only amuse children 
but also help to teach them a good deal about such 
things as, for instance, coal and chalk. A delightful 
Story is that of Chinty, ‘‘ The cat with three lives.” The 
illustrations are appropriate. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Bacon (F. D.) Woman in the Church. Lutter- 
worth. 8s. 6d. The author describes the work and 
Status of Christian women from the days of Christ to 
date, from which readers may form their own opinion 
as to present-day problems such as the admission of 
women to the “ ordained ”’ ministry. Barker (C. J.) 
The Way of Life. Lutterworth. 21s. net. An examin- 
ation of the main motives of Christian conduct based on 
a careful exposition of Holy Scripture. DestGn ’46. A 
Survey of British Industrial Design as displayed at the 
“ Britain can Make it” Exhibition. Illus. His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office. The design aspe& of the 
wide range of Domestic Consumer goods is dealt with 
by over 20 articles by some of the leading experts in 
their fields, and illustrated by some 350 pictures of 
woods exhibited in the “ Britain Can Make It” Exhi- 
bition by manufaéturers from all over the United 
Kingdom and Northern Ireland. George Bernard 
Shaw contributes an epilogue in his charaéteristic style. 
Devonsuire (George) The Dance of Debt. C. & J. 
Temple. 3s. 6d. net. Fryvay (J. Adamson) Faith in 
Providence. Pickering & Inglis. 3s. net. The author 
dwells on the need of man to study the divine purpose 
which lies behind all life. GiyNne-Jones (William) 
Grandpa Blanchard’s Partisans. Alliance Press. 1s. 6d. 
net. Mutuims (Joseph A.) The Ragpickers’ Priest. 
Mercier Press. 6s. net. A biography of Father Edouard 
Lamy. Norrts (A. D.) On Reading the Bible. Picker- 
ing & Inglis. 3s. 6d. net. An introduétion to Bible- 
reading simply and usefully explained. Putrorp (A. O.) 
Odd Faéts. Illus. Alliance Press. 1s. 6d. net. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Mepricar Bookman, Vol. 1, No. 1. Harvey and Blythe. 
Monthly 6d. 
Information about medical publications in all 
countries of the world. This periodical contains 
articles by eminent personalities of the medical 


profession, and will be of interest to all those who . 


are connected with it. 
Tue New Merrptan MaGazine, Vol. 1, No. 1. Alan 
Neame Publications. Illus. 1s. 3d. 
This promising new venture, attractively produced, 
counts eminent personalities of international literary 


fame among its contributors. There is fact, fiction, 
criticism and verse—foreign poets are represented in 
their own language. This magazine has the blessing 
of W. S. Maugham. Of value to all of us who take 
an aétive interest in the times we live in. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLE. 
TIN, December 1St, 1946.—THE BRITISH ANNUAL 
OF LITERATURE, December, 1946.—THE BRITISH 
BOOK NEWS, January, 1947.—BRITISH BOOKS 
TO COME, December, 1946.—THE LIBRARIAN 
AND BOOK WORLD, December, 1946, January, 
1947.—THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT, January, Febru- 
ary, 1947—THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RE- 
CORD, January, 1947.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
December 1946. —NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, 
Oétober, 1946.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
December, 1946. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eptror, 

“ Tue Liprary Worvp.” 

January 17th, 1947. 

Sir,—Apropos your note on bespoken books 
in your December issue; the reservation of 
fiction has given us much trouble. A _ long 
time ago we discontinued it, at which there was 
much weeping and gnashing of teeth. We 
remembered the claim of the student, however, 
so exception was made in the case of fiction tea 
years old. Why ten years ? We were clutching 
at a Straw. It seemed that there was some sort 
of argument to give this a show of logicality, 
but the forlorn and uncomprehending look of 
the borrower, when told that, though such and 
such a novel might be important, it just was not 
ten years old, broke our hearts. 

We relented, and tried again to do our best 
by our distressed and harassed fiction readers, 
Novels may now again be reserved, but no 
borrower can reserve more than one at a time, 
and not more than ten reservations are 
accepted for any one such book. It would 
have touched your heart to have seen the 
smiling faces of our happy borrowers wheal 
this concession was announced, but the 
ungracious creatures are already finding snags 
in this. But we are doing something. 

Staff ? Certainly this scheme means a lot of 
booking and checking and explaining, but with 
plenty of spare assistants, happy in the munifi- 
cent provisions of the new grades, what do we 
care about extra work. We are tackling a 
major problem of public librarianship ! ! 

Yours, etc., 
Francis |. Cooper, 
Public Library, Director. 
Free School Lane, Lincoln. 
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